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have never witnessed the enormities of such a conflict. Christendom has hith- 
erto looked upon this contest very much as an unconcerned spectator; but the 
friends of humanity in England have at length awaked from this strange apathy, 
and addressed to her Majesty's cabinet the following memorial, signed by the 
mayor of London, nearly all the board of aldermen, and a large number of 
the most respectable citizens. We notice the movement as another cheering 
indication, that war is fast coming under the cognizance and ultimate control of 
public opinion. 

"My Lords, We have the honor to entreat the most earnest consideration 
of your lordships to the appalling condition of the Spanish people. We have 
been brought together, without reference to political or personal opinions, for 
the expression of one sentiment common to us all. War, even when waged 
in a righteous cause, against foreign aggression, and under the conventional 
usage of civilized nations, is a desolating scourge; but civil strife, where the 
children of the same soil and parents are arrayed against each other, magnifies 
the horrors of war, and ends in barbarism, misery and degradation. The 
kingdom of Spain is rapidly sinking into this condition; and every arrival brings 
intelligence of cold- blooded and atrocious murders that hitherto were known 
only in the history of barbarous ages. The pacification of that unhappy 
country appears to be the special province of those nations that rank foremost 
in power and enlightened policy, and whose position enables them to exercise 
a genial influence over the destinies of weaker states. 

" In the name, therefore, of suffering humanity, we venture to appeal through 
your lordships to our most gracious queen, and to the ruling powers of the 
civilized world, and to implore that such measures may be adopted by her 
majesty's government, in concert with her majesty's allies, as shall extinguish 
a revolting warfare, one that for its ferocity and cruelty can be scarcely paral- 
leled in the page of history, and one that, while it continues, hardens the feel- 
ings of surrounding nations. As men of all parties and opinions, we entreat 
your lordships to regard this expression of strong feeling from the city of Lon- 
don, as a proof that its inhabitants consider this subject to be one of the highest 
order that can engage the attention of their fellow-men ; and they trust the 
general opinion throughout Europe is, that no policy can be merciful or just, 
while it neglects the pacification of unhappy Spain." 



IS THE CHURCH EIGHT ON THE SUBJECT OF PEACE? 

We are told that " the church has always been right in regard to peace ;" and the fol- 
lowing extract is a pretty fair comment on this doctrine. 

, N. Y., January 21, 1839. 

Dear Sir, I perceive from the New York Evangelist, that you are the Corresponding 
Secretary of the Am. Peace Society. As such, I take the liberty to address you. 

You are probably aware of the excitement existing in the counties of this State border- 
ing on the Canadian province, in respect to the rebellion in the provinces. From Buffalo 
to Ogdensburgh, and extending very much into the centre of the State, there is a very 
general feeling of sympathy, as it is termed, among the inhabitants, for the Canadian pa- 
triots. This sympathy shows itself in various ways. Some are for war j and many are 
for aiding and assisting by money, and munitions, and men, to revolutionize Canada at 
the point of the bayonet. This feeling is not confined to the rabble ; it has entered the 
ckurclies; and many clmrch-members, through ignorance and misapprehension, are enrol- 
ed in the " Hunter's Societies,"* to promote that wicked rebellion. 

The affair at Prescott has smothered, but not put out this unholy flame. A minis- 
ter in this place, not long since, came out in the pulpit with an harangue, fanning the spirit 
of war, and outraging every feeling of propriety ; and his congregation rapped their canes 
and stamped their feet in token of approbation of his zeal and doctrinesj. 

* These societies, scattered all along the frontier, have been the main-spring of the 
rebellion in Canada. ~ t It was on a week-day. 
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As a general thing, the most respectable people both in and out of the church, as well 
as the Presbyterian ministry, are opposed to such measures ; but we almost hazard our 
reputation, if not our persons, to take sides against them. I have distinctly told my church 
my views concerning the whole affair in the Canadas. and of the anti-gospel spirit that 
prompts to a bloody revolution. I am desirous of availing myself of the arguments, as 
well as the principles of the advocates of the A. P. Society, and therefore wish you to 
send me such documents as will aid me in taking an intelligent stand against the pres- 
ent error, as well as to make an abiding impression favorable to the cause of peace. 

REMARKS. 

1. This account we take to be a pretty fair index of the state of feeling along the 
whole length of the Canada line. We have received from other sources, similar, occa- 
sionally still stronger statements ; and we think it more than probable that the churches 
there have pretty generally lent their countenance, if not their direct influence and ser- 
vices to the Canadian rebellion. Some of its leaders and victims in Upper Canada were 
prominent members of evangelical churches ; and to a fearful extent must the Christian 
community on each side of the line be held responsible for its crimes and its woes, 

2. Here we see whence and why war comes. It springs not merely from bad passions, 
but from the want of right principles to restrain them, and from the prevalence of wrong 
principles adapted to fan them into a flame. Even Christians along the line, hold to the 
right of fighting for a better government ; and this principle, taught by our own Revolu- 
tion, has kindled their war-passions into a blaze that is even now smothered only by 
despair, or the scorn of distant communities. Had their feelings pervaded our whole 
country and England too, we should long ago have been deep in blood. 

3. We may, also, learn how to prevent war. We must disseminate, in a time of peace, 
right principles, and let them spread their roots deep and wide in the community to hold 
the war-spirit in check, and thus obviate occasions for conflict. Would you prevent 
drunkenness by arguing with the rum-drinker in the midst of his cups ? No , you must 
take him when sober. And in no other way can we cure the war-mania. When the fit 
is on, nothing but blood will slake its infernal thirst. The principles of peace ought to 
have been diffused along our northern frontier years ago, if we would have prevented 
the war-fever there, and the consequent deeds of violence and blood. We must begin with 
the church, and set its ministers and members right, as agents in reforming men of the 
world. 

4. Still we doubt whether the great body of Christians in our country have any better 
principles than our brethren along the Canada line. Their views of war are generally 
the same ; and the same temptation would probably have made them act as badly. 
They all need alike to be plied with the facts, arid arguments, and heaven-descended 
influences of our cause. 

5. Mark, also, the economy of this cause. The troubles in Canada have in one way 
or another cost our own government, and our citizens along the line, some millions of 
dollars, besides the blood and treasure sacrificed in the provinces ; but one or two thou- 
sand dollars judiciously expended every year in diffusing, for ten years past, the princi- 
ples and influences of peace there, would doubtless have prevented all these evils. 



CORRESPONDENCE. 

Our limits compel us to omit nearly half of the excellent letter from London, and to 
give barely a synopsis of the communications from our agents. 

From Rev. N. M. Harry, Foreign Secretary of the London Peace Society to the Cor- 
responding Secretary of the American Peace Society. 

Hackney Road, London, Nov. 9, 1838. 

Ret. and dear Sir, I have been requested by the Committee of the Peace Society to 
answer your kind letter of Sept. 12, 1838, on a Congress of Nations. Our attention is 
beginning to be directed more in earnest to this subject; and I hope we shall soon see 
our way clear to make some grand movement in this most important matter. 

We were very happy in receiving your interesting letter; and we most sincerely and 
heartily congratulate you on the steps you have taken, and on the very encouraging suc- 
cess with which they have been attended. It appears to me that unquestionably you are 



